Rev. Philip Zielinski, Pastor
1377 Lester Road

Valley City, OH 44280

Office: 330-483-3883

Pastor: 330-483-4119

» WWW.SpVC.0rg
A Member Congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

, A St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
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Re. Resuming In-Person Worship

Beloved of the Lord,

‘I was glad when they said unto me, ‘Let us go into the House of the Lord.”
Psalm 122:1

The Elders have decided that the time is coming to resume holding in-person
worship services with some specific adaptations to do our best to minimize the risk of
contracting or spreading the COVID-19 virus.

On Sunday, June 7, 2020 we will hold worship servcies at 8:00am and 10:30am.
(Bible Study will still be done via Zoom, online only.)

First and foremost, we want everyone to know that if you feel uncomfortable
attending in-person worship, even with these adaptations, please feel free to remain
home until such time as you are ready. The services and Bible Studies will contine to be
provided online or by DVD as we always have done. Let your conscience be at ease
knowing that the Lord is with you. Reach out to the church office if you have any
pastoral care needs.

We will continue to monitor the larger situation and evaluate the effectiveness of
the adaptations we are making along with feedback from attendees. As the situation
changes and as we see what is working or what is not, we will adapt as best we can.
We also realize that it would be impossible to completely eliminate every risk vector. We
have all made decisions about what is essential in our lives related to work, groceries,
medical care and the like. You will also need to decide for yourself when the time is right
for you to attend in-person worship once again.



As we return to worship, please give careful consideration to the requests and
adaptations presented by the Board of Elders. We make these with best interest of the
spiritual and physical care of everyone attending. While you may agree or disagree with
the need for or effectiveness of various adaptations, we ask that, should you choose to
attend, that you also abide by these requests to the best of your ability so that everyone
attending can feel at ease. Love of our neighbor places their needs ahead of our own
and we do our best to put everyone’s conscience at ease.

In the State of Ohio we have been blessed with a civil government that has
exempted houses of worship from any threat of civil or criminal penalties related to the
health orders. However, while that means we are completely free with respect to the
law, we remain bound to the love and care of our neighbor and it is our responsibility to
decide how best to align ourselves with the health guidelines while still being able to
worship freely.

Please familiarize yourself with the included list of guidelines and adaptations
that you can expect when we return to in-person worship. Take the time between now
and when we resume to gather any supplies you may need. Also feel free to contact
members of the Board of Elders or Pastor Zielinski with any questions you may have.

We are grateful for the many volunteers that help make worship go smoothly
each week. For the time being in order to minimize the need for training and so that no
one feels compelled to attend before they are ready, no volunteers will be scheduled to
serve during the worship service (AV, readers, acolytes, ushers, etc.). The Elders will be
handling these responsibilities.

| look forward to soon greeting you in the Lord’s House when the time is right for
you. Until then, may the Lord guard and keep you and bless you and your loved ones
during these days. May He soon deliver us from this pandamic and all its effects of
health and wellbeing.

In Christ,
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