Ash Wednesday
18 February 2015

11:30am & 7:00pm

T   T   T
Stand

Opening Hymn:
Just as I Am
LSB 570



vv.1-3
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
In the Name of the Father and of the Son T and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen
P
Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope.

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth.
Confession and Absolution

Psalm 6
P
Return to the Lord Your God, for He is gracious and merciful,

C
Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Joel 2:13
P
O Lord, do not rebuke me in Your anger or discipline me in Your wrath.

C
Be merciful to me, Lord, for I am faint; O Lord, heal me, for my bones are in agony.

P
My soul is in anguish. How long, O Lord, how long?

C
Turn, O Lord, and deliver me; save me because of Your unfailing love.

P
No one remembers You when he is dead. Who praises You from the grave?

C
I am worn out from groaning; all night long I flood my bed with weeping and drench my couch with tears.

P
My eyes grow weak with sorrow; 
C
they fail because of all my foes.

P
Return to the Lord Your God, for He is gracious and merciful,

C
Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Joel 2:13
C
Holy God, holy and most merciful Father, have mercy upon us. We have lived as though You do not matter and as if we mattered most. We have not loved You with our whole heart and we have failed to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

P
The Lord has heard your cry for mercy; the Lord accepts your prayer. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I announce the grace of God to all of you. Therefore in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son T and of the Holy Spirit.

C
Amen.

Hymn:
Just as I Am
LSB 570



vv.4-6
Choir:
"God so Loved the World"
Old Testament

Isaiah 41:14-16
P
This is the Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Hebrews 9:27-28
P
This is the Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel


P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mathew, the sixth chapter.

C
Glory be to You, O Lord.


Matthew 6:1-6
P
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C
Praise be to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day:
Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed
LSB 437


vv. 1-3
Sermon: 
“God Has a Word for That”



Rev. William E.D. Barlow
Prayer of the Church
P
Heavenly Father, the mountains of sin and shame stand in our way, but we believe that,

C
“We will thresh the mountains and crush them, and reduce the hills to chaff” (Isaiah 41:15).
P
O God, the mountains and hills of addictions and obsessions threaten to overwhelm us, but we trust that,

C
“We will thresh the mountains and crush them, and reduce the hills to chaff” (Isaiah 41:15).
P
Loving Lord, obstacles standing in our way fill our hearts with fear and anxiety, but we know that,

C
“We will thresh the mountains and crush them, and reduce the hills to chaff” (Isaiah 41:15).
P
Heavenly Father, You have a word for all of this, 
C
Grace, grace, amazing and life-changing grace!
P
Father, we pray confidently and boldly, because You are
C
“The One who helps us; our Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel” (Isaiah 41:14).
P
In Christ’s holy name we pray. 
C
Amen. 

Lord's Prayer

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini

P
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C
Amen.

Distribution

7:00pm:
Lord Jesus, Think on Me
LSB 610

I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table
LSB 618
Benediction

P
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C
Amen.
Closing Hymn
O Savior, Precious Savior
LSB 527
Offering: If you have brought an offering, it can be placed in the plates near the exits.
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